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1. In refervnce to the attached cable from the Chief of Staff, USAF, the
underaigned and kr. wm Graver traveled to Munich as representatives of the Air
Fero. Section to contact Legions Farago. We arrived in Munich about 1430
hours on 13 April, took • mom in the Excelsior Hotel and telephoned the office
of Radio Free Europe to contact Farago. He, at the time, was not available ee
a massage was left for hie to come to our room at the Excelsior.

2. At about 1600 hours Farago came, apolosied for being late and procesied
to make as his proposal. Ws identified himself as being in charge of the Hungarian
Desk for the boadqaarters of Radio Free Europe. He described the job that RI PE was
sttemptin to do and gave us a brief summary of the programs that are being
channeled into the peripheral countries at the present time. He stated that the
new transmitter in Munich had been completed and that stqrting very shortly RYE
would be ehasneling 11 hours a day of programs into the iron curtain countries.
He described the programs that are in progress now and the amazing response that
has one out of Hungary.

3. In discussing one program called "Post Office Box 6220" he said that
as many as ?DO letters per month had been received from individuals inside Hungary.
These letters wore comments on the program, questions, descriptions of life in
Hungary and the usual radio-listener type letter. He described another progran
called the "Doctor's Program" which employs prominent Hungarian doctors and gives
medical and technical advice to people in H agary. This program was also enjoying
excellent response. A third program called the "Historian Program" was just getting
underway and according to Farago was being responded to by amateur Hungarian
historians.

4. Other work tAt RFE is doing consits of screening and interrogating refugees
to obtain "hot items of news" from behind the curtain. He said that RFE was
establisling offices in Triest, A.unich, Salzburg, Vienna and in many other cities
"around the edge".

3. After the description of the !resent activities of RFE, Farago was asked
to discuss his connections with General Zako and the kHHIE.y . He said that his
original contact with Zako had been made through  Nicholastana, member of the
Hungarian National Council in New Tort. Following that introduction, Farago wrote
to Zako from New York, explaining to him briefly that RP E was interested in his
organization. Zako answered this letter with a long general description of his
capabilities and a statement as to his intentions. Zako said he was interested
only in the reestablishment of a free and democratic Hungary, that he himself had
no personal axe to grind and realized that he had no following political4 inside
Hungary. He asked Farago to contact him personally in Europe.

OECLASSIF I ED AND R ELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
SOURCESMET HODSEXEMPT ION 302B
NAZI WAR CR IMES DI S CLOSURE ACT
DATE 2005



-2-

6. Farago reviewed Zako's offer and decided that he could um him to
•ollect intonation and run operations into Hungary. He went to Aashington,
oontaeted General Vandenberg of the air Foroe and was referred to General
Ackerman to *oohs outlimed Zako's proposal. Aokermsn's interest apparently
resulted in the cable *Mashed. Farago arrived in beach and contested Zako,
invited bin to Munich and spent two days conducting a thorough debriefing of
the potentialities of Zeko and his OHM. He said that his approach to Zito
was made on the basis that Zako was a complete failure, that no one in the World
was intimated in him because of his rightist political combustions. hake umitted
that so far none of his overtures hod net with any gumless and that he ens willing
to do anything now to gain support. Zak* told his that his resistanee (KPOJAS)
organisation which he and SIORZENT ha d established in 1944 and 1945 was still
in existence inside Hungary. He claimed that the organisation iriginany con-
sisted of 35,000 members and that the complete regietry is in his hands in
Innebruak. He claims that the registry had been kept up to date and that occasionaIby
'oarless have contacted the members in Hangar', He Admits that tzie organisation
needs revitalising and that ashy of the members have expressed apathy towards any
overt station at the present time. He volunterred to travel himself in the guise
of a protestant minister to Hungary to contact foraer COPJAS members and to
reestablish the organisation.

7. He said be had taken sufficient recaution in 1945 ho keep the organisation
from being blown. However, he admits that following the assassination of Attilla
Kovacs as	 as )00 peopke, former ambers of his organisation were emeoutod or
taken to Russia by the MVO. He felt that those remaining *embers of the organi-
sation were secure and are not penetrated.

8. me proof of his ability hake offered to turn over to RFS 400 couriers
who would Irma to Hungary at various times getting information. In addition
he offered to kidnap any individhal suggested by kn. He himself suggested
the daughter of one of the .10 leaders and he volunteered to deliver this girl
to Salsburg. At the present time Zak° said he is only conduction debriefing of
refugees, monitoring of polio, reports, maintiming KOPJAS registry, and maths
an occasional courier into Hungary.

9. In reference to support given to Zako by other countries, Farago said the
only actual support had 03114 from the French and had soon been withdrawn. Also
control of the Hungary Guard Cowen, in Innsbruck had been taken may from Zako
and he was completely dissatisfied with the support he had been able to obtain
from other countries.

1U. zako's personal support appears to come from a foundation called WWI
which is apparently based in the U.S. end is supported by wealthy Hungarians there.
Zak° apparently draw sufficient living expenses frlm that organisation.

11. Farago went on to describe (F's interest in the Lake organization. He
said that it was his idea to estsblish A front organization called the "Fighters
for a Democratic Hungary" behind which a secret intellioence organisation Mudd
could operate into Hungary. This intelliconce organization should be capable of
getting upt-ta.the-minute news of events wit In Hungary, of doing small acts
of sabotage and of smiting unrest within Hungary including even the kidnapping
of prominent individuals. He felt that he cou,ld use some of Lako's resources
to set up his intelligence organisation. Rippler, he had no intention of employing
or supporting ,:ako himself. He fell thstArkfting small items of support Oo
Zako he could get bin to turn over some of his personal resources for use.



Farago intends to closely control any operations reaching into Hungary and to
keen that control frail falling into Zako l s hands. Naturally most of his plans
are in a nebulous state at the present time.

12. He said he would return to the U.S. on about 15 April and contact
the Hungarian National Council to smooth over their objections to RFE ls use
of the HBK. He said he could convince that National Council that for reasons
of expediency they should not object to contact with Zak°. He then intends to
draw up his plans and return to urope *tout 7 May when he will again contact
Zak° and go to work putting his plane into effect.

13. Farago felt that the Air Force should be interested in this plan for
the following reasons*

a. because the new organisation could provide escape and evasion
networks for downed fliers and

b. because he thought that accurate and voluminous information could
be provided.

He felt that &FE and the Air Force should cooperate in running this outfit. He
said it was quite possible that technical parts of air planes and engines could
be brought out of Hungary by this network. He asked for our recommendation on
the subject.

14. Graver and I both said that the Air Forts would be definitely interested
in such an outfit provided that we could first have satisfactory proof that they
could do something. We told him that in order to satisfy ourselves as to the
value of any such unit we would first have to receive and evaluate intelligence
reports, includinJ the operational details of their procurement. We also told
him that it might as possible that sometime in the future we would have an interest
in acts of sabotage and kidnapping but at the present time we had absolutely no
interest in these things. Farago appeared pleased with our interest and said
that on his return he would recontect 'Lake and let us know the results. It
appeared to us that Farago intends to go ahead "full steam" with his plans.

15. It appears from this discussion that an intelligence jurisdictional
flap is about to happen. It might be well for UNA to determine the conditions
oi'RFE l s charter in Europe and to find out to what extent they are authorised to
dip into th(t intelligence gathering business. They seem to have unlimited funds
but a 'Jetted number of capable personnel and that many of the mistakes made by
US?,; and CIC throughout the pest years are about to be repeated. It looks as
if business 11111 soon become good for the intelligence factories of Austria.
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